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Family-Based Immigration Preference Categories 
 
Preference Category Basic Criteria 
NonPreference “Immediate Relatives” (IR) of United States Citizens 

(USC) include: spouse, parent and unmarried children and 
stepchildren under age 21. Not subject to numerical 
limitation. In some circumstances, spouses of deceased 
United States citizens qualify. 
IV Terms 
CR-1 - Spouse of a U.S. citizen when the couple have been married 
less than two years. See Conditional Alien Registration 
IR-1 - Spouse of a U.S. citizen when the couple have been married 
two years or longer. 
CR/IR2 - Children of a U.S. citizen 
IR3/4 - Orphans adopted abroad or to be adopted in the U.S. by a 
U.S. citizen. See Adoptions for more information. 
IR5 - Parent of a U.S. citizen 

FB-1 (First 
Preference) 

Unmarried sons or daughters (over 21 years of age) of 
United States citizens. 
IV Term 
F1 - Unmarried son or daughter of a U.S. citizen 

FB-2 (Second 
Preference) 

2 A. Spouses and children (under age 21) of lawful 
permanent residents.  
2 B. Unmarried sons and daughters (over age 21) of 
lawful permanent residents. 
IV Terms 
F2A - Spouse or child of an alien resident (LPR) 
F2B - Unmarried son or daughter of an alien resident (LPR) 

FB-3 (Third 
Preference) 

Married sons or daughters of United States citizens. 
IV Term 
F3 - Married son or daughter of a U.S. citizen 

FB-4 (Fourth 
Preference) 

Brothers or sisters of United States citizens, provided 
that the citizen is 21 years or older.  
IV Term 
F4 - Brother or sister of a U.S. citizen 

 
Please email me or call me toll free at 1-866-US VISAS if you would like to ask me an 
immigration question or schedule a consultation. 
 
Note:  Receipt of his information does not create a client-attorney relationship. This information should not be 
considered legal advice.  Unless you have a signed engagement letter with me, you should not consider 
information contained herein as legal advice and you should check with your own legal counsel before relying on 
this information. 
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